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i)i:ioiUTi\ii i.in: in im.av.
At In ^ t Itahmond is to have a !. il

playground. equipped ;::nl directed
ulong scion1itie lines The director of
7 uI»1 i«r recreation Is to receive
.which is civ.i| v.:iy >>i' emphasizing tlit*
importance of llio step llio men who
for long and wei.iy months have la-(
>>orc<l to get money from tho t'ouncil.
and then to liavo tliin minify spout i'1
tho bc.'-'t way, deserve. tho lioni".'¦ grat-
1tndo of children mill parents. T .

have made a dream come true The
tirst largo playground on Olumboin'.o
Park will he a model It is to show
to Richmond what can ho dono in the
lino of guided recreation for young
people. Wo trust that what happened
in Chicago will happen hore. The. re¬

gions of that city that tii<l not ;..-i play
fround? inised such a rumpus about
tho injustice dono their children tV'at
tho city authorities I.a to extend tho
jeereatioii system through tho entire
city. It is up to tho We.* t Rnd and
the iiouthsido and tho negroes to <tc-

lnand similar centres for pleasure' in
their sections
Wo expect more thai: play from this

initial experiment in community rocro-
ntion. This spot should ho a centre!
for a better life, 11 should help the
young in body and morals, ami as .-non
fis possible it should extend its rare
to tho olflor people, who aro often as

sadly in need of amusement as are tho
children. Tho wide and splendid scope
cf the recreation movement will be
made clear to Richmond at the Con¬
gress of tho National Playground As-
socialion next week. The fundamental
ideal of the movement i:< "A lafo
rather Than a Living." II holicvos in
a decora ted ami beautiful existence,
not a mere barren monotony of sleep
and toll. It aims to teach the right
use of leisure time.
The program itself proves how vital

are the interests of recreation. W<-
list some topics to be discussed: "Recre¬
ation for Rusines:- Men." "Saving th"
Reaches for the People. rite Rest
Korni of Play for Adults," "What Makes
a Successful livening Recreation Con-
trc, Tho Story-Telling Movement.'
"festivals in the Community l.ifo."
' Children's Gardens." "Municipal Sum-'
mrr Camps." "Winter Sports." "Swim¬
ming Pools and Public Paths," "Play'
for Crippled Children, for tho ltliml
rnd in Insane Asylums." "Rural Re¬
creation in Country Schools." "Country
I^olU Songs. i'ho Rural Pageant" and
'The County Pair"

All this moans more llian the old i«I< a

of play, which was mostly violent run-

idng and yelling in some ancient panic.
This kind of pla\ cultivates inoVo llian
the body. Ii teaches love ot In auty,
t f nature, of social amusements It
¦ ares f< r the health and helps n.aUc
light the hours of those who are (lis-
rihlcii. It is limited to no lass se

4>i ago. Ii rt onnines tlo divine need
in every human fov some form of social
pleasure The name play li-u ine.'ii::

-jill tliu othei; things besides work that
mil make living an exhilarating pleas¬
ure. Richmond can .Well learn <>r w!i;>t
'is heing done throughout tho world to
employ liic increasing Ici>iii> '¦!'
l.uman race.

-iioi'iioi si-; v rin,i: in p-m."
Is baseball harmful to the spe lat": ?

.'Th-sc s 11 ol l».: in t) i .* hothoiiso
form of athleticism, and the !¦ w<

have of 11 the better." avers; 1>. Dudley
A. Sargent, physical director of Har¬
vard Unlveitiity, and the original
..I'licle Dud." Ho is of the opi'iion that
the baseball "fan" and "fannie" are

products of a r.iflicall.v wrong att:-
ttld toward atillt t 'J'io- o; lo I
at tho national game, he says, i-¦ In
danger of harmful exc :~.s, if not or
immorality.
"The excitement alt* iditif. I. 11. 'ic

a? they are playetl at pr.'.seiit is li.t: in¬

fill. Dr. f*arg«nt opines. "Our 1 ;is<

ball funs* now,oi.i.,. devotei ¦>! .

iSiimo in oxa -tij t *i *».* -..nse ar

liiosc fascina.'a'I I. uitchhi: a i..ii-
lotto game or ot r g :a 3 f cli.ine

f *
I A U< tida nci' at '

-<¦ n . tt
Uiousands of '.rn n >1 h i. .1 -.en

women becomi unduly <..:.. > ev r

ih>! athletic of p*.*ofe# .: .\

p\ayerr. They !. tn* U ia 1
vyitli nerves 1111 d ¦;> .-'t- ex

a Red if .the van. ...... « w II, . lie
question !>. « '*...' ntl : .:.* C an :

and women liiid f -r tro :r ¦.!!: >t:-u:
tiius aroutadv 1 :>:n l< -.ptid (.> h vv
the subject wjlii a:. f to. ,,a- ,i

point."
' -Tlits ehi' f via eg. i * J.

makesagain/-.: !>,. * .111<:i
arou/iis emoiioti in tie *p»*otj.
<<iit furnisiiiii;, ''in"io'- outb t Th:
« ouhi not be t a "il r.

were actu t:I v j- d instead o

hatched," ... "We a ov» d n

Oil" pSias. of t lc so <!li(l 'OS e o

^port."
Th ot.Mc\-*'i l< lh< (reaiy f <-a.

OI*> . J f 'i. ' t'-'t tn* oil i lei" ^

«-ary, is it riot fo. iii! ii lie in. ; i>i
di'cuKsif*n tli.it follows I!,-- game
I hii t the. post - mortem .rnou^h '.' A
.matter of fact, ha-¦.bail ic re;«ll> m >.;

helpful to the spectator, < ,.jj|y
j / ir sh< be iired from the < ire*;
"O earlier 1 t of till day. ;:.. »

Y nrr.u««s and en! rtai: /. dr.'. o:
tho brain tho worries t at ,1« -h Is he

ft t'o it give'- a onahgo of 'thought ..

$̂ Ol soono. - W!i;i: grew ; ro

lief from the worry of the "world 'a
there than In watching: aout>d-bodli!d.
rong-United men playing upon the

jrrooii Hie most scientific and best of
athletic Ratntf

't'HK IIA Ii \ MST Ol-' I.AWN.
More than n:.oo»i statute* are annu¬

ally enacted L>y the Legislatures of the'
l-nitod St at o.i Thirty-nine such law¬
making- bodies have boon in session in i
1.'l.i, and. \\ 11 i 1«* their output of acts
has boon as lai'.uo us usual, tho per-
<.>'11 tage of tumoral InWs has boon
x t'1- '! regressive legislation
b:is made decided naiM!!. although many)
v. i;.*» mea iiirvs faiioil of pansago. Tho i
bepislatures of l-'lnrida, Illinois ami
New York are still in session.

Tito If !:: :;r;tslon of Wyoming
l.ci'islnture was k'kiiI don I of .t fail

opinion of Coventor Carey,
v Ik. lo:,!.'rubor. <1 in ISiehmOnd as the)
.ember e't Hi..- < ;..v' i nurs' Conference!
bere lust fall who on. 11. .I iovornor
. lease. of .Sou.It k.':. rollna. .Inwii, The
Wyoming Assembly, limit* .1 by law (.. !
;i fori v -day session. killed pi actionlly
..II tho uoo.l inoiij.su res presented for its'
« oris hler; ! ton. nmorn the best of whioh
\ ;i a blue sky law to protect the poo-;
plo from tho swindles of promoters

business.'! under the corporation'
laws .»r tho State.
The most important ro t of the Kan-

'.i.'. Kenislatttro was ihat providing for
'he State publication of school text
I io'-s am1 tlieir distribution by the!

lo ' notual cost. Tho most irnpor-I
i m measure I'aili .>; of possago was a

i osolvit Ion submitting to the people'
the right to vote upon tho initiative!
and tho referendum.

1 >.da ware :. legislators passed a sint-|
I'lillod ballot law embodying the short
1 allot principle. a ten-hour law for]
women and a child labor* law, and re- j
lused to enact an employers' liability!
"'v .' public utilities commission

bill.
West \ iriiinii.'s most important en-;

actmeiu was a public utilities com-!
mission act. while measures establish-
lug prlmarj elections and securing con-
*.01 ration id the state's natural re¬

sources faib d.
Indiana point;? to a public service

commission law as its best new law. A
workmen's compensation law was b-ft
upon tie calendar.

¦Maine's most progressive statutes of'
ihe year are i. public vice cotniuls- |
sion and workmen's compensation act.
North Dakota contented itself with

;. blue sky law- very much like tho
<>m which "Wyoming refused to place
upon its statute h^oks. <

A ''.' tax commission was created |
by the Montana Iislature. which also'
.submitli d to the people an amendment
to the "' institution extending the right
Ol suiti aire to w omen, provided for sris-

ponded ,:cntenr.ps jn the cases of Hist!
ii'enders. eslablisbo.V a. nine-hour work-
day for women wage earners, and
adopted a bin.- sky law. A workmen's'
compensation law was refused legis¬
lative approval ,

North Carolina's most important ad-
ditlon lo her laws was n measure pro¬
viding for a six months' ptibli liool.
Of almost as much value -. .>.,
sage of a resolution providi for the
appointment of a ooinuiit toe to con¬

sider amendments to the State Consti¬
tution The .'hidings of this body are

to be reported to an extra session of
the Ceneral Assembly, to bo called in
tho latter part of this year or the lirst

"r l;|j. Measure*: providing for
the reassessment for taxation of the.
propert \ .>f the Ktatc'and for a Icgal-
i;:od primary iii.1 not pass.

In. ho was the second State this year"
to create a State tax cominission. It
also enacted a law creating n Stale
boa in of control for education:.I insti¬
ll'I ions. a law establishing a Slate
hi:-hva\ romini.-don ami providing a

'*". high v. a\ purposes, a

b!'«o skv hi w like that .r Kansas, a
mother:,' pension law and a nine-hour
nay lor women Statute. A workmen's
compensation bill failed, but as a
method of tlnding a permanent solu-

matter a commission was
appointed to *-tu.ly the .|iiestion and
: eport to the next Legislature. This
commission consists of one member ol
each boils, of the l.ei.i. latino, two rep-
i e.-.-ntalives ol labor and two of cap¬
ital
Arkansas enrolled itself as ptogres-

I\e by establishing a State board of
health and bureau of vital statiili.w
b ehacling a compfelionsivo h'W

i "" ' egitlation of banks and banking.
1 ''».»« «»n a b!. way depart in,in and
.Mate highway eonimissioii, by creat-

j' bit 17,a|i of labor and labor sta-
i tit s, b;. enacting ;i corrupt practices

U;l ,l blue sky law. a new rov-

:-i"ie l.i w providing f.., t|u. better
'.c.-.-inent of properly and a St.,i0.
Wide Rami |a u did not |»ass.

'I'iie Koneral attitude of these l.eyis-

jiaiure.- typical of all. I'roKiossivc
i '.' ; "U i 11 with ii, tieri 11p

*vr * b»i: ami in t: .|,y e.iscs ; i,- choc! ed
I'll they are calning strength with
1,1,11 y'n j-isio11. Workmen''
compensation, for Instance, is not eas¬
ily securing entrance int., n,e statute

k:' ' V<,,'V aktitaton upon tho
ii:. "fi s...-. it. momentum. The

"1 ti e alum. as
.' u -ic slowly; they are
in no .-ense radical.

I»K. t:i,ltlT U\ .1 \ |» \\|.>|
I»r cjtarlcs W Hliol, who is in many

u,° "lvI ''l! '"On of this nation,
' "':'1 the A in e ui p. aple as a

' "K ; 11 ' ti t. ortiiy i c, for-
". n t: c> can nei about inequalities
' :' ,l i':" ' " I" -pie ami ti e

"' 1,1 "' ' iicwi '.niror iinni|i;r Uie
1 v I' '-i s

' We a r ee n.rit tl is ,,,
all odds the lirst ,.<o.i of ,),<¦ . itU;l.

'. «««' glad to print Home of Dr.
beliefs from tho New York

Tim*'*
tile .1 1., j I,,t from

"n" 1 <"< ovrd. .c,'d bv
1'' e m:. rvt'lons rnpi.lit> will, wliidi theN

W. torn civilkiatiou
and turned it to n. Jr own goo/I. -j-lt. ir
".-lit ....¦.have, or. Is since | V.p, prf,Vf
"¦at th" porset; a: a ,... ,

.. it*al, mental and moral qtialitie ..

j si rJkott the k, ,.oi. Of the Sit Uat »..i, ,.
,11'f: sen'em "'i'Jieir dominan'i :eiiii-

I IH an .i:ifimi- i«:triotb.m. In uhi.-b

jl'ride. lo> a 11 ¦, and love are ardentlv
ur.itLd." Jt teeniu ,K.,r that .r

their ot>Jc<*tluu to tlao California legls-|Union tirloes from u sense of Injury
to lliclr national name and honor, and
nut from any desire to encroach tii»on
the Pacific. States.
This is borne out by other general!-

zlitlniis l>y Dr. Eliot. They are not a

numerous people, and they are not a
warlike people. Their wars have been
ilio defensive elTorlK of a small na¬
tion to keep from being crushed rather
than a search for aggrandisement by
firms. 'J'boy are a homing peoplo In
tbi;? keen observer's pleasant phrase.
They ko far in trading and adventure,
I. tit are not colonists. The Japanese
government is even now having trouble

^fiottlng settlers for Korea. In addi¬
tion, it is so heavily in debt for past
wars t'hat an additional burden would
break the people's back.

Particularly interesting to students
of the Southern race problem in their
efforts to keep the blood pure is the
statement that the Japanese do not In-
lorniarry with women other than their:
own race." The inexpedient crossing of
races will not bo promoted by Japan-
ese.

From all of those premises. Dr. Eliot
draws this conclusion, which we. offer,
not as Ijnal, but as. the opinion of'a
v. ise ami honest student of great prpb-
lotus:
"The objection to the proposed law

In California is that it manifests In an
ignorant way an ungenerous and scl-
fish temper, and offers n senseless af¬
front to a sensitive and friendly peo¬
ple. whose rapid progress toward con-]
Htitutioual government and national
independence all Americans ought to,
admire ami praise."

tub Timks-dispatch st iiooi, of
POETS AM) CKITICH,

ll-re Is lg no ran co for you! It is a

question to the editor: ".In an edi-!
toiial In your paper some time ago
you mentioned The Tinus-Dlspatch
school of Poets and Critics. Is It an

organization to which i could refer, or

is It an informal kind of brotherhoodV
Everybody ought to know the School5

by this time, it is an organization, and
you can refer anything on top of tlio
earth to the members with a fair
chance of getting e*>me light in return.
Vet, even more, it is an Informal kind
of brotherhood. We have to thank
our questioner for that nice definition.
It is a brotherhood (with some sisters)
of amiable persons who love the noble
English language and what can be ex-

pressed therein. it meets In that
democratic stadium of Intellectual
sports, the Voice of the People Column.)
It has hut one qualification for mem¬

bership that what you say be Inter¬
esting. It seeks amusement and cul¬
ture, and the' preservation of those
gentle virtues, love of beauty and lo\e
of truth. Vou can rhyme it. or plod i>,

pedestrian prose; you can he senti¬
mental or satiric; you can be sorlou«
or funny, ov try to he serious and sue.

coed In being funny. You must be!
interesting.
There Is that good illegible poet.,

Duval Porter, from that nook In Vir- !
ulnia, of which tho very name Is lvr-
leal. We mean Cascade. Xoting, a«

is the wont or the brotherhood, our j
lament about quiescent spring poets

j he sends a hit .f Cascade moonlight,
with this charming not,.; send you a

spring poem suggested by a little
white rosebush In my front yard. This

j I trust you will publish and thereby
j break the vernal poetical silence."

That hits the spirit of the T.-D. school,
They are the people who have beauti¬
ful thoughts suggested by the little
white rosebush in the front yard. They
enjoy this garden world, and want to
share it with others. So they write
and wo print, and both feci better all
over tot* doing so.

j I here ts Vrank Monroe Roverley, of
the .sweet figures and the tempestu¬
ous lines; there ls that valiant Cru¬
sader of the Single Tax, who hides his
ancient and honorable name under the

po( .leal heraldry of "Piedmont.'' He
has so* much to toll people that he
signs his name with a rubber stamp

II red ink The red symbolizes the
blood or the race to which Piedmont
is so devoted that he wants to lift off
ill ih<- burdens of taxation and put
them on :he ground. He Just loves
folks. Then there are Charles .Macon
Wesson aid ex-Private Turpln. both
racy and full of wisdom that comes

irom long living close to the heart of
t hings.
The Critic, are the fellows who find

fault with the poets, or with anything
else that displeases them. They are

"" ^tiu ¦..i!t 1 1»« little essay in
i ill less Kiih lish from Ileilemaii Wil¬

son's subtle pen won him n place, and
'he letter we publish to-day from Wil¬
lis I'epoon pay* his Initiation lee. even
' there had been any doubt after the

:«o. *> of his name. He rebuke., die
dictionary in ucft phrase and declares;
\t tho coll.-go where < imbibed the

pabulum of approved English, we were

«>"ly taught lo place the accent
upon the first syllabi. ur the. word
'op- ponenf,- hut to place it upon the
second syllable ol the word 'cuiit.ro-
vcrsj

" See how naturally he picks
out the words that indicate his dispu-
tat :oiis turn of mind?

' > ou want to iuiow more of them
'cad the daily offering. You will
beauty and charity and sweetness. You
will And simplicity gentleness and
rov,'ro» Vint will find faith and
courage. You will iiM,i t|,.. fragrance
from th little blue flowe,- .( i,,V|1'
I ife :I<1 men. t

j H's nice Weather to ituily annexa¬
tion from a molor car.

I >ut teimilk is what ought to be
. ived at diplomatic dinners. Every-

who drinks experiences imme-
.oiate exhilaration and there
"hatif.;o\ er."

IS

Paris waiters have, through a strike,
won the right to eat at other places
than where they wait. When they go
elsewhere, will they, tip the waiters
servlni them'.'

The Prince of Wales will visit Can-
ndn * .«r I > next y>nr. A word to the!
Hlehinond Chamber of Commerce is ^uf-
li'. ient.

THE WHIRLPOOL OF LIFE

\VlNSO^MC0\y
On the Spur of the Moment

By Rov K. Moulton

Don't Do II.
One poor deluded mortal tried to figure

out tin' scheme.
The ol.l scheme of existence, and it

war. his one pot tlroam
That some clay he would solve it. and

that he would rise to Fame;
And that tin' countless millions would

his mastery proclaim.
lie tried to figure how some folks could

always get along.
And never do a stroke of work and

never get in wrong;
How they could wear the finest clothes

and out the 11 nest fare
Without a 'tnl of income of which

neighbors were aware.
He couldn't dope their system out. He

tried with might and main.
But had to pivr it up at last, his efforts

uin vain.
He tried to fit; lire how* It was that

i ooks st-t'iiVd to succeed
While honest folic; failetl frequently

and were n.r-ei inn < in need.
He figured on for many years, his fate

is sad to tell.
Thc.v say that he's still fipurinp. but

in a paddi-l cell.

Prom lli«* Itii'lirj'vlllf ttnrloii.
Lemuel Higgins is thinking some of

sending his datightei to a finishingschool, but Ante Hilliker advises him
not to. A me says when he sent
daughter to a finishing school it
his finish and not his daughter's.

Ansel Hanks has begun takin'
sons on the slide trombone and prae-tloin' at home, and all the neighbors
have hegun getting phonographs in
self-defense.

Since Lent Tubbs held the office of
public in our village and got
of polities he ain't fit fer work
Kind.
that Alfred Vanderbilt has got
.f clothes for every day in the
So have I, and it is the same

his
was

les-

nota r\
a tast<
of an\

1 se<
a suit
year.
one.
They say that there is nothing im¬

possible in this world, but I would
like to know how in toph'-t it is pos¬sible to tet out of payin' a nas bill.

Ansel I'.ird has been working all
winter limbing an oatmobile for him-
self, and if ho kin succeed in puttin'
a tuorlgi'.u'e on bis remaining forty
acres hi*, may be able to buy enoughgasolene t" run It for a week' or two.Itev. Hudnutt says hi- hopes someday to git his church choir in such aframe of mind that at bast two mem¬
bers of it will speak to each other.It' he does he claims that his many
years in ti ministry will not bo invain.

I.eni llig^ins says he hope* to live 1

Abe Martin

Aaron Ilominwr.y wuz ..^pointedpustmaster ylfit«-rd;iy without i\erbavin" held a Roman candle in hishand. Th° mil;-1 time j on c*1 r ic aumofellirs la in a po-rado.

I ' k

loiifi enough lo flit the tariff straight -

ened out in ftis own mind. I>ut he must
expect to heat .Methuselah's record l>v
several years.

I he mu«l puddle which has stood in
.Main Street in front of the post-otlicefor several years will l»e moved onto
a hack street this spring. It \rill be
KOaked up in sponges and squeezed out
when a prop'V" site for it is found. l.et
the Improvements no on.

hvery time the price, of gasolene
goes up. Mr. and .Mrs. Ansel Hanks
put another mortgage on their forty jt<> keep the ear goln'.

A feller with a celluloid nose ain't
got no business foolin' around a cigarlighter.
What has become of the old-fash¬

ioned feller who used to git arrestedfor drlvin or rid in' a boss across abridge faster than a walk?
1 here is a feller in this town whoclaims that he bought an omhrellcr

once, but nobuddy kin accuse him ofb. in' a liar, bckuz he hasn't lived here
very long, t
There are plenty of ways to be on- jhappy without gettin' into an argil-iiiout with :\ woman.
Klilui I'urdj. our gentlemanly and I

genial druggist. expects to put in a!lull line ot oat mobile accessories, as
the> are about the only things he does!
not keep at present, excepting drugs,Olio oi the few fellers in this worldwho have made a success of whiskersis John Phillip So|sa. 1

I)ad.
I ».*.d is nn old fashioned sport.lias no manners of the court.
I.ikes to eat in his shirt slee%'esI-' very meal, and he believes
He should say Just what he thinksSpite of mother's nudge ancl winks.Me is not well versed in Greek,I lain old Yankee does lie speak.And his rules of <tinuette.They have not been published yet.\ ou can always In ar him chew;Drinks out of his sasser, too,And he doesn't mind a bit
\\ hen you call him down for it.
Takes old-fashioned remedyFor what ails him. Says thut ho
I'a n't see much in this "new thought,"Though of course, he ought.He's not very long on styleAnd he wears no fine silk tile.Interest In art to him
Is naught but a silly whim. -!
He's more taken up with cooksThan with music or with books.Polish is not in his line, .

Hut, 1 11 tell > on, friends of mine,When I'm lookin' for a V.Dad looks mighty good to me.

Voice of the People
High Cut (it re mill the UietlnnfirlcM.To the IMitor of Tlie Times-Dispatch;Sij-, I notice in the Sunday's issueof The Times -1 »if patch an editorialheaded Our Stepmother Tongue," inwhich the writer tb-plorcs the fact that

greater liberty is taken with our lCng-lish at the present day than formerly,and mentions as an example that certaincultured \ irginiaiiH say "op-ponent"
nppo-ncnt. This is, of course,contrary to the dictionaries which arein general use, and yet, at the collegewhere I imbibed Hie pabulum of ap¬proved lOnglish we were not onlytaught to place fho accent upon the

first syllable of the ivord "op-ponent,"but tn place it upon the second syllableof the word "eontro-vcrsy." It. thus
appears that the leaders of high cul¬
ture and our dictionaries do not
always agree. What would a Virginian
say were he called down for pro¬
nouncing the word "accessories'.' as it
>..* gi\en iii f||,. dictionary? And yet
the students in at least one Northern
rolb.ge are taught to pronounco this
W('"l "ak-essorlos." The Clreeks lived

PUT THISLAJIEL ON YOUR GOODS

Telephon c

MADISON 805
and ask

CHAMBER
OF

COMMERCE

without krammars, dictionaries or
spelling-books, iiiid developed a highKriide of civilization. .Max Mueller naysol' our present-day languages that theyhave been .stultlti<»l an«l fossilatcd by
our dictionaries and grammars, and
that no living language can afford to
bo controlled by .such standards. If
language i.« to evolve freely and grow
with our growing civilization, perhapsafter all there is some truth in this
great philologist's statement.

W'lM.IS P13POON.
April 28. 1013.

School Suprrlntriiden tn mid ('Itir.en-
Nlllp.To tiie Editor of The Times-1 Mspatch:Sir.. ("taler the caption, "School Of-Ilciais Must Be Citizens," in your issueof yesterday, there is one statementthat I hope will lv given tlie greatestpublicity. That statements reads asfollows: .

"In fact, members of that body hadhoped the question would not beraised, in which event the board wouldhave elected outsiders to be superin¬tendents where new men are wantedby the people.''
1 ask that the people of Virginia begiven the authority for that state¬ment because 1 believe it will be ofvalue to them. I,et vis know whatmembers of the board bad such hopes.The decision of the Attorney-Generalhad been given in writing to othersweeks before it was given to me. Ihave' talked to members of the board,and they knew of his ruling before1 ever did. Who is it that did not knowthat he had given in writing bis rulingand that lie had staled that he would

so rule, at the meeting of the board? Ihave information that will convincethat one that this had been »done.I have in mind the ease of an ex¬perienced superintendent who hasdemonstrated his efficiency in anotherState, and who was Induced to declineoffers out of thin, his native State, sothat he might Serve us as superintend¬ent In a division where there is notrained man. The Attorney-Generalhad written him the same decision thathe has written me. This man now re-
sides' in a division where the presentincumbent is efydent as superintend¬ent. Two good men in one division!Another division has no good man..Must it be that the good man will be
without a job and the good job bewithout a man?

WM. HOUIES DAVIS,Headmaster, the Danville School.X, B..Please note that f am not
connected with the Danville publicschools. This is a private school.

Views of the
Virginia Editors
l,rl (br School* \lonc.

It is rather surprising to see a
newspaper such as the Richmond Even¬
ing Journal advocate the election of
school superintendents. it recom¬
mended that proposition to the con¬
sideration o fthe Conference for Edu-
cation in the South, in session at
Richmond.

If there is any one thing that tends
more than all others combined to the
perpetuation of the notorious inefllcl-
ency of a State government such as jVirginia suffers under, it would seem
to us to bo the absurd extent to which
popular election to minor ofllccs is
carried in this Commonwealth. It Is
bad enough to have tlie Superlntcn-
dent of Public Instruction elected by)
popular vote Instead of appointed by'
the Governor, an he should he. Hut
to have a newspaper at the State capl-
tal, that claims to stand for/effective I
government, seriously advocate choos-
ing school officials by popular ballot
is disheartening to those who are work-j
ing for centralization.
What does the average voter know!

about the qua 11 flcations of a school
superintendent? Nothing. That is no
reflection on the average man. It is
pimply a recognition of the limits to
which his Interest in naturally con-
llned.
How can the State ever hope, to havi

a strong, *ft'cetlvo, elTlcient school sys¬
tem, developed on a single compre¬
hensive scheme of education, if the re¬
sponsibility for such a plan Is to be
scattered further than at prcsont? Jf
each local superintendent is to be. ft«J-

countable only tr» the community from
which he Is elected, what interest will
hi; lake In developing the school."
under his guidance along the lines laid
down by what should be the head¬
quarters of the school system of the
State, ut Itichmond?
There Is scarcely a rural community |In Virginia, and not many towns* that

could ilnd a competent school superin- jtendent among Its own residents If jthe ottice were elective. It would be Jpractically impossible to go outside l
such a restricted area to find a suit- V
able official.
Alexandria County schools never

saw '.he light of day until they passed
under a superintendent from another
part of the State. That awakening
would not have been here yet. If the
office were still a refuge for some
favorite «on..Alexandria County .Moni¬
tor.

\Kclnst fnn venl Ions.
Governor Sulzcr is doing a good work

In urging upon the NVw York I,eg'sla-
turr a thoroughgoing and honest
primary bill. It is the first essential
of good government. If the nomina:ink
machinery Is in the hands of the bosses,
the people are powerless, because they
have only a choice of machinc-inade
candidates.
The New York Governor goes fur¬

ther and favors the total abolition of
Stale conventions, and thero Is no
doubt he Is iu line with the most
patriotic opinions of the country. In
practically all the States In which
there has been any real primary elec¬
tion reform the State convention Is a
thing of the past.
There are, of 'course, plenty of plau¬

sible reasons that may be advanced
for the retention of the convention.
In sorn^ Instances, they have accomp¬lished good, but in the main they have
been gatherings composed mostly of
hand-picked delegates, chosen by well
understood gang methods, and either
driven or tricked Into carrying out the
will of the machine leaders. If It did
not lend itself so completely to the
sinister purposes of the bood!c poli¬
ticians, they would not be so unani¬
mous in all parties and In all states
for :ts preservation.
The swapping, log-rolling, corrupt

bargaining.not to mention cruder
methods.that prevail at State con¬
ventions would shock the people of any
State if they were fully known. Sena¬
tor lja. Folletie tells of one State con¬
vention In Wisconsin at which a mem¬
ber of the United States Senate bought
delegates at prices varying from >70
to $700 a head. In most conventions,
of course, votes are not directly bought
with cash, but with its c<jjjivalcnt.offi¬
cers that pay money In salary and
business advantages that yield money
in profits.
There is a notion that conventions

breed party harmony and good fellow¬
ship. On the contrary, they usually
begot strife a/id bad blood In Vir-'»
glnla there are many men who still
smart from treatment they, received at
conventions twenty yearr- ago. The
reason is that convention methods are
seldom fair, and nothing arouses per¬
sonal and political rancor like unfair¬
ness.
The strongest argument presented In

favor of conventions i<s that they felve
a chance to the mass of the party to
formulate a platform, but as a rule
tb:; platform is the work of a. few men
and they might as well frame it with¬
out the convention's aid. HesldeS, few
politicians pay any attention to party
platforms. I11 the primaries the candi¬
dates make their own platforms and
they make t'nom lo suit the people.
Only the machine politicians and the
Interests object to platforms made in
that manner..Alexandria News.
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